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Satis Eloquentia. SALLUST. 


“yay AVING received a letter pf a 
i . 





Seg 8 myfelf obliged to give it to the 
wet ch p public, though I am afraid many 
4 ) of my readers may object to the 

9 terms of art, of which I cannot 


diveft it: but I fhall make no apology for what may 
any way tend to the.advancement of a fcience which is 


now become fo fafhionable, popular and flourifhing. 


Mr. Firz-Apam, 
As all forts of perfons are at this prefent jun@ture de- 
firqous of becoming fpeakers, and as many of them, 
through the negle& of parents or otherwife, have been 
totally ungrounded in the firft principles or rudiments 
of rhetoric, I have with great pains and judgment feleét- 
‘ed fuch particulars as may moft immediately, and with- 
out fuch rudiments, conduce to the perfection of that 
fcience, and which, if duly attended to, will teach 
grown gentlemen to fpeak in public in_ fo compleat a 
‘manner, that neither they nor their audience thal dif- 
cover the want of an earlier application. 
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I po not addrefs myfelf to you like thofe’ who cor- 
‘refpond with the daily papers, in order to puff off my 
expeditious method by seferring you to the many per- 
fons of quality, whom Ihave taught in four and twenty 
hours; I chufe openly and fairly to fubmit my plan to 
your infpection, which will fhew you that I teach rather 
how to handle antagonifts than arguments. 

I pIsTINGUISH what kind of man to cut with a fillo- 
gifm, and whom to overwhelm with the.forites; whom 
to enfnare with the crocodile, and whom to hamper in 
the horns of the dilemma. Againft the pert, young, bold 
affertor, I direct the argumentum ad verecundiam. “This 
is frequently the moft decifive argument that can be ufed 
in a populous affembly. If, for inftance, a forward talker 

fhould advance that fuch an ancient poet is dull, you 
put him’ at once to filence and thame, by faying that 
Ariftotle has commended him. If the difpute be about 
a Greek word, and he pronounces it to be inelegant, and 
never ufed by any author of credit, you. confound him 
by telling him it isin Ariftophanes ; and you need not 
‘difcover that it is in the mouth of a bird, a frog, ora 


“Scythian who talks broken Greek. 


To explain my argumentum ad ignorantiam (which 
appears to be of the leaft ufe, becaufe it is only to be em- 
ployed againft a modeft man) let us fuppofe a perfon fpeak- 
ing with diffidence of fome tranfaction on the continent : 
you may afk him witha fneer, pray, fir, were you ever 
abroad? If he has related a fact from one of our Ameri- 
can iflands, you affert he can know nothing of the affairs 
of that ifland, for you were born there; and to ptove his 
ignorance, afk him what latitude it is in, 

In loquacious crowds, you will have much more fre- 
quent occafions for ufing my argumentum ad hominem ; 
and the minute particulars into which men are led by 


—-egotifm, will give you great advantages in prefling them 


with 
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with confequences deawa, from their fuppofed principles. 

You may alfo.take away the! force of-a man's..argument 
by concluding from )fome equivocal. exprefiion - of ‘his, 
that hes a jacobite, ia tepublican,,accourtier, a metho- 
dift, a feeethinkér, oma jew. You: may +have,a fling at 
his country or proféffion : -he-talks like an.apothecary, 
you believe him. tobe a,tooth-drawer, or. know that he 
isa taylor. This argument ,might be of great .ufe.at 
the bar in examining witnefies, if the lawyers. would not 
think it inconfiftent with the —_— ,and. politenefs of 
their profeffion. 

By this fketch of my plan, you, may niin ie my 
pupils may moft properly be faid to ftudy men: and the 
principal thing I endeavour to teach them from that 
knowledge, is, the art of difcovering the different 
ftrength of their competitors, fo as to know when to 
anfwer, and when to lie by. And as I entirely throw 
out of my fyftem the argumentum. ad judicium, which, 
according to Mr. Locke, ‘ is the ufing of proofsdrawn 
‘“* from any of the foundations of knowledge,” there 
will be nothing in my academy that will have the leaft 
appearance of a fchool, and of confequence nothing to 
make a gentleman either afraid or alhamed of E-omed, 
ing it. 

Enquire for A. B. at the bar of the Bedford coffee- 
houfe. 


As the foregoing letter fo fully explains iff I thall 
take no other notice of it; but in complaifance to my 
correfpondent, fhall throw together a few loofe obfer- 
‘vations on our prefent numerous focieties for the propa- 


gation of eloquence. And here I cannot but pleafe 
myfelf with the refleGtion, that as dictionaries have been 
invented, by the help of which thofe who cannot fludy 

may 
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may learn arts and {ciences’; here is now found a method: 
of teaching them to thofe who cannot read. 

Tuesr foundations are inftituted ‘in the very fpirit of 
Lycurgus, who’ difcountenanced all written laws; and 
eftablithed in their ftead a fyftem*of policy’ called RuE- 
TRA, from it’s being fpoken, which he ordered to be the 
daily fabjeét of difcourfe, and ordained mixed afiemblies 
for that end, where'the young might be taught, by at- | 
tending to the converfation of the old. 

In Turky, wheie the majority of the inhabitants can 
neither write nor read, the charitable care of that confi- 
derate people has provided a method of compenfating the 
want of thofe arts, and even the ufe of the prefs, by 
having a relay of narrators rcady to be alternately elevated 
on a ftool in every coffee-houfe, to fupply the office of 
news-papérs and’ pamphlets. to » the: Turkith ytiece 
and critics. 

SPEECH being. the eecitiys which: exalts. man above 
the reft of the creation, we may confider eloquence as 
the talent which gives him the moft diftinguithed pre- 
eminence over his own fpecies': and yet Juvenal makes 
no fcruple to declare, that it would have been better for 
Cicero to have been a mere poetafter, and for Demof- 
thenes to have worked under his father as a black-{mith, 

than to have frequented the fchools of rhetoric. 


— Diis ille adverfis genitus fatogue finifiro 
Quem pater, ardentis maffe fuligine lippus, 


A fornace et forcipibus, gladiofque parante 
Incude, ac luteo vuleano, ad Rhetora miffit. 


Iam glad to find that our black-{miths and other artifans 
have a nobler way of thinking, and the fpirit to do for 
themfelves what the father of Demofthenes did for Him. 


And I {ee this with the greater pleafure, as-I hope I may 
confider 
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confider the feminaries which are daily inftituted, as 
rifing up in the fupport of truth, virtue and religion, 
againft the libels of the prefs. It is not to be doubted 
but that weare fafe on the fide of oral argumentation, as 
no man can have the face to utter before witneffes fuch 


fhameful doétrines as have too frequently appeared in . 


anonymous pamphlets. If it fhould ever be objected 
that the frequency of fuch affemblies may poffibly, in. 
time, produce fophiftry, quibbling, immorality and 
{cepticifm, becaufe this was the cafe at Athens, fo fa- 
mous for it’s numerous {chools of philofophy, where, as 
Milton fays, 
Much of the Soul they talk, but all awry ; 
And in themfelves feek virtue, and to themfelves 
All glory arrogate, toGoD give none : 
Rather accufe him under ufual names, 
Fortune and fate : 
I anfwer that thefe falfe doctrines of Gop and the foul 
were thus bandied about by a parcel of heathens, blind 
and ignorant at beft, but for the greateft part, the moft 
ufelefs, idle and profligate members of the ftate ; and that 
it is not therefore to be apprehended, in this enlightened 
age, that men of fober lives, and profitable profeffions 
will run after fophifts to wafte their time, and unhinge 
their faith and opinions. However, as the perverfenef, 
of human nature is ftrange and unaccountable, if I 
fhould find thefe modern fchools in any way to contri- 
bute to the growth of infidelity or libertinifm, I hereby 
give notice that I fhall publicly retract my good opinion 
of them, notwithftanding all my prepoffeffions in favour 
of eloquence. : ! 
TuouGu the following letter is written with all the: 
fpleen and acrimony of a rival orator, I think myfelf 
obliged 
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Fs refpondents, to give it a place in this papér. 
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obliged, from the impartiality I obferve to all my cor- 


STR,. 

« Agall intruders and interlopers are ever difagreeable 
to eftablithed profeffions, I am fo incenfed againft me 
late pretenders to oratory, that though I daily fuiminate 
my difpleafure ex cathedré, 1 now apply to You for a 
more extenfive proclamation of my reientment. 

Puave been for many years an ona TOR of the srAGE 
ITINERANT ; and from my earlieft youth was bred un- 
der the’ aufpices of Apollo, to thofe two moft ieloved 
arts of that deity, pHysic and ELOQUENCE: not like 
thefe pretenders, who betray not only a deficiency of 
erudition, but alfo a moft manifeft want of generofity ; 
a virtue, which our profeffors have ever boafted. Uni- 
verfal benevolence is our fundamental principle. We 
raife no poll-tax on our hearers: our words are gratui- 
tous, like the airand light in which they are delivered. 
Ihave therefore no jealoufy of thefe mercenary fpirits : 
my audiences have only been led afide by novelty ; they 
will foon grow weary of fuch extortioners, and retern 
to the old ftage. But the misfortune is, that thefe innova- 
tions have turned the head ofa moft neceffary fervant of 
mine, commonly known by the name of merry Andrew : 
and I mutt confefs it gives me a real uneafinefs, when one 


- of his wit and parts talks of Tetting up againft me. 


Yours, CIRCUMFORANEUS. 
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